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Ab Ashwood Spencer Academy, we believe thab for alls of our childrer to- become confident
communicators; fluent readers and, witers, phonics must be taught daily, through o
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writers. We have a strong focus onv the demelopment; of language skills because we know that: speaking and, listening

Our approach is based on the context of our school and, the children we serve.



The cont&xbo!l Ashwmood Spemcer\ Acadﬂ‘rué/

AMSWAWWQ3-MWMMWWAW Der*bg. We also
hameo/nupsexyzseﬁing/.

Theschootws&hmied;wamwwo{fls&gn%mnbdepn»ohm There isi
H%M#WWWFSM
thhsoaoLwr\emAﬁolMerwmb
gmemhonol:wor\kl@s&ﬁamdm

ospxmhm&

EAL p:opmhm&mmmnga&mth&numbevoﬁ@dmdmh}wdw&hSEND Smo@Septembe/t
we have had 6 children, arrive who are new to- English/England. We currently have 16 children with
mEHC/Dand5monegom§/t/woug/vt/wapp&'caﬁmP/‘oce6&

O OO O OO0 oOo



Our Phonics Approach

At Ashwvood, Spencer Academy we believe that for all, of our- childrery to- become fluent
p/wn[c&pﬁoglmm

We use the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Remised to plan, and provide daily engaging phonics
lessons. Inv phonics, we teach childrer that the letters of the alphabet represent o, different; sound; that
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phonic knowledge and master specific phonic strategies as they mose throughs schools At Ashmwood we
ands across the curriculunm.
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Phonics is taught daiy i EYFS, year
I and, Jor some children i year &
following the DJE approved scheme of
Little Wandle'. Al children have o
phonics lessory taught daily ab the
expected; Level: Try addition,
interventions are provided for childreny

We believe that, all, our childrer cany
become fluent readers and, writers: This
(s whiy we teach, neading through, Ltle
Wandle L etters and Sounds Rewised,
which s @ systematic- and, synthetic
phonics programme: We start; teaching
phonice in, Nurseryy using Phase | and.
this is continued, iny Reception, and,
Jollows the Little Wandle Letters and
Sounds Rewised progressions whichs
ensures children build, ony their growing
they move throughs school: As a resulty
our childrerv learr to-tackle, any
unfamiliar words as they read: We,
alphabetic code through phonics inv
shared, and, weitings bothy inside,
across the curriculum

Classrooms hame o phonics display to-
showease ‘grow the code; whichy s
referved to- by the adults and the
children as o wisual aids This supports
children to- look, backs and, identify the
GPC's that hawe been taught, over the
The use of visual, picture prompts on
the ‘grow the code’ chart acts as
memory hook to- support, childrery in,
identifying the correct

phoneme comespondence
Jor each letter. Sound mats are also
available ir the classroom to support
children when, working independently.
Childreny also haue use of o phonics
bookmark to- use during witing

sesslons.

Because we believe teaching every
child to- read) s so tmportants we have

evenyone teaches with fidelity to the
Little Wandle Letters and Sounds

Rewiseds programme:

The reading leader has responsibility
Jor reading across school, nursery

until year 6. This ensures consistency
and; a smooth progressior irv the, intents

The reading leader oversees the early
reading teaching beyond year . as

we regularly hawe children who are

new- to-schoob and/on Englishs

Assessment; i part, of, daily and, weekly
practice inv phonics to- ensure children are
the class teacher of both individual
and, cohort specific; and, this information s
used to- intervention:

Eachy child has arv individual phorics:
tracker which is updated, regularly This
information is analysed to- showthe
progress children, are moking, and,
sessions Jollowing the, Little, Wandle
Lefters and Sounds revised, programme
Children who- are iy Y- Y6 and, need,
‘catch upy sessions ares assessed, through
feachert ongoing formatuve assessment as
well as Little Wandle surmmative
assessments:
Intervention sessions are run every week
to-ensure that; children both catich up and,
keep. up: Participationy invthese
interventions is informed, by regular
assessment:

CPD and

All teachers and teaching assistants,
including the SLT haue been Jully
trained inv the Little Wandle approach
to- teaching phonics. Teaching staf}
who are new to- Ashwood: are

Jor all children, Outcomes of these are,
shared, and. next steps areplanneds
accordingly

CPD s delivered: regularly to- all, staff
ab school as year groups and, at: anv

indinvidual level: This tailored
approach to CPD ensures phonics:
teaching is of highs quality ensuring all
children make good, progress:



https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Programme-Overview_Reception-and-Year-1.pdf
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Consistencyy

In Nursery, we build the foundations
Jor phonics by prowding a balance of
child-led and, adult-led experiences
Jor all children. These experiences
meeh the curriculum, expectations for
‘Communication and: language and
Literacy and include: shaning high-
quality stories and poems, learning o
actiwities that develop focused,
listening and. aftention. including oral
blending skills.

We work to- ensure Nurseny children
are well prepared tor begiry leaming
grapheme phoneme comrespondences
(GPCs) and. blending skills in
Reception

We teach phonics lessons for around
-0 minutes o day. I Reception, we,
commence the Jull-Length lesson as

quickly as possible, Each Friday we

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds
Rewised expectations of progress:
Childrens irv Reception are taught to
read and. spell, words using Phase &
and 3 GPCs: and words with adjacent
consonants (Phase &) with Jluency
and accuracy. Children i Year |
rewiew. Phase 3 and, b and are taught
to reads and spell words using Phase 5
GPCs with Jluency and accuracy,

Aryy child who needs additional, pradtice
has Keep~up: support; taught by o Jully
trained aduilt: Keep-up lessons match the
struchiure of, class teaching, and use the
same procedures; resourcess ands mantras;
bub i smaller steps. withs more repetitions
so thab every child secures their Leaming,
Additional daily phonics lessons happers
Jor anyy child ins Year & who- has nob yel,
passed the Phonics Screening, Check or
are nob secure i phase 5.

T} any child i Year 3 to 6 has gops i

Wandle Rapid, Catch-up assessments and,
enter the, Rapid, Catich-up programme i
needed: This consists of 3 taught phonics
sessions per weeks and) 3 reading group/
activities:

We teach children to- apply their
reading skills through reading practice
sessions: These are taught by o Jully
trained adulb to small groups of
childrens using books matched to- the
childrens secure knowledge
using the Little Wandle Letters and
Sourds Rewised assessments and book
matching grids. Each reading practice
session has o clear Jocus, so-that the
demands of the session do- not
overload the childrens working
memony. The reading practice sessions
have been, designed to- focus on three
keyy reading skills: decoding, prosodyy
(teaching children to- read, with
understanding and expression) and.

Every teaching adult ab Ashwood has been,
trained to- teach, reading, so-we hawe the
same, expectations of, progress across schook
We all use the same. language: routines and,
resounces to-teachs childreny to- read. so- that we
lowen childrens cognifive oad to- enable their
working memaory to-focus. ony the o be
learned, material CPD ab Ashwood is iterative
and, may be pitched, b the whole schook
specific year groups on individual teachers:
This tailored approach ensures our teaching
s of the highest quality Weekly content, grids
map each element of new: Learing to each
day, weeks and) term for the duration, of the,
programme to- ensure consistency across
classes and, year groups: The use of Lessony
templates, prompt cards and, How to' videos,
ensure all teachers and, additional adults
haue o consistent, approachs and, structure for-
each lesson. Irv addiion, the Reading Lead
and, SLT uses the audit and) prompt cards to-
regularly monitor and, obsenve teaching and
regularly rewiew and analyse the summative
data to- identify children, and, adults who need,

Lome of reading

We value reading for pleasure highly o
Ashwood, as Reading for pleasure is the
single most important indicator o, o childs
success! (OECD 2003). We read. to the
childrery every dayy using books which reflect,
the, children, ab our school and, our- ocal,

as well, s books that, opers
wirdows into other worlds and) cultures.
Every classroom has an inwiting ook, comner;
with books thab are refreshed. regulanly to-
entice, children to- read. o wide: range of, books:
Childrens from Reception, orwvards have o
home reading record: The parent/carer.
records comments to- share with the: adults ny
school and) the adults will weites in this on o
regular basis to ensure communication,
bebween, home and, school. As the children,
progress. through the: school they are
encouraged to- write their own, comments to
reflech ony the books they hawe read: Regular
visite to-the local and) school library as well
as the opportunities to engage with o wide
mwao;mamgwts (book fairs: author

national events etc) all

mmwmmopmm?
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How do we teach phonics?

Inv Nursery, childrens follow the Little Wandle Letters and, Sounds Remised Foundations for Phonics
Inv Reception and 71, children Jollow the progressions withiny Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Reamised,
programme:. Phonics is taught: daily and there is a/ remiemw session onv o Friday,

Phonics starts inv Reception i week & of Autumny | to- ensure that the childrery make o strong start,
Reception lessons start as Jull sessions, with daily additional oral blending: By the end o} Reception
Y| lessons are 40 minutes long: By the end o} year | children, will, hare beer taught up to the end of
phase O.

In 73, phonic lessons are taught daily to children, where appropriate - Jollowing the model of Little
In ¥3-76 there are planned short, sharp phonic ‘catch-up sessions Jollowing a set model, to- address



